
Communities of Practice Speech
Ellie:

As part of our responsive module we were made aware of the term Dialogic Practice - a 
conversation and collaboration between artist and communities within which the art piece is 
created. In our case this took place between us, Marianne and the Bridge students. The whole 
project focused around the sharing of skills, knowledge and experience with the aim of 
empowering the Bridge community: by boosting the publicity of the centre and how it’s endeavours 
are both beneficial and important for society, as well as increasing the creative potentials of the 
Bridge students by exposing them to a wider set of creative skills. The project centered around a 
‘plural democracy’ where the voice of the artists and the participants were heard equally and in 
collaboration with each other. Everyone involved in this project was considered an artist and a 
participant. 

Fran:

Overall the project can be split into two parts; participation and collaboration. The first two and a 
half months involved taking part in the workshop sessions and then moving on to facilitating these 
sessions. As we were getting to know the group of students, this role fit us perfectly because it 
gave us the chance to gain confidence. We felt that this time was the participatory part. In the few 
weeks leading up to the puppet show, we were putting together the projection and rehearsing for 
the final performance. At this point, every individual was inputting all of their creative energy into 
the final piece. The puppet show was a jigsaw of over 17 peoples ideas and work. In retrospective, 
this part of the project was fully collaborative which is possibly why it worked so well.   

Ellie:

For me this project was a unique experience and a fantastic learning opportunity. The puppet show 
taught me about new ways of working. This was Dialogic, backed up with the a practical 
collaboration with different members of society, as well as with Marianne who is our tutor but now I 
have been able to work on the same level as her as a practitioner. Overall my perception of what is 
considered ‘art’ has been broadened through our working methods on this project and witnessing 
first hand the positive impacts of this practice. This is not necessarily a style of working I have 
considered for the future but this project has reinforced the idea that a close proximity to your 
audience allows for the best possible outcome in terms of progress.

Fran: 

Through out my time at The Bridge, I have had a few epiphanies. It’s made me realise that 
teaching of any form is something gained with time and experience. My perceptions of people with 
learning disabilities has changed from being neutral and unaware to very positive. This has 
inspired me to go and get more experience with working alongside this group. Hopefully in 
September i’ll be volunteering at East St Arts to further my learning and experience and to also 
support my third year of study. Overall the project was well received and we’re really proud of what 
we’ve achieved.          




